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horizon of Western thought may not be the Whole Universe.
Probably a lengthened residence in Eastern countries is a
necessary preliminary to such a study, so that they may be
enabled to look at things from Eastern standpoints and to
enter with sympathy into Eastern modes and habits of
thought. They will not have proceeded far in their study
before they discover the indebtedness of Western thought
and even of the teachings of Christ to earlier Eastern thought,
but which through Western influences has been almost
entirely forgotten. This indebtedness must be rediscovered
if Christendom is ever to understand Christianity.

Religious teachers in all parts of the world must recog-
nise the truth there is in all great historic faiths and not only
extend their outlook but also broaden the basis of their
instruction. Moreover, they must insist on the applications
of the laws of nature (or of science if we so choose to call it)
in every part of our individual and national life, so that the
resources of the world may be fully utilised for the attain-
ment of the highest moral ends, and there must be a con-
stant striving to attain those ends. The religion thus
evolved, will no longer be simply of an ethnic nature, it will
be the religion of developed humanity, which will appeal to
the complex human nature as a whole, and will satisfy at
once the fullest requirements of men's intellects and the
highest aspirations of their souls.

A very thoughtful writer has truly said : " Our altered
religious thought in the West and our altered knowledge of
the East, not only necessitate a re-statement of the case for
Missions, they make such a re-statement possible," * and he
attempts to state the fundamental truths of Christianity in a
way which will commend them to the Eastern mind. We
cannot, of course, follow him in his attempt or even try to
estimate his success, but in this we must agree with him,
that missionaries must know the native mind before they can
change it, and they must know upon what spiritual food it
has hitherto fed before they can decide upon the form in

1 Lucas, The Empire of Christ^ p. 9.